Silicone implants and systemic immunological disease: review of the literature and preliminary results.
Silicone has been utilized as an implant in reconstructive surgery. For years, silicone has been considered to be biologically inert and essentially harmless. Several studies and case reports show that female patients treated with silicone implants developed a systemic disease associated with immunological abnormalities. Removal of the silicone implants was associated with recovery and resolution of the immune abnormalities. Recently, specific antibodies to silicone have been isolated in children with silicone implants. Additionally, immunological abnormalities and high incidence of systemic progressive sclerosis in patients with silicone implants or injections further support the notion that silicone is not biologically inert, and can cause a syndrome of a systemic disease and immunological abnormalities. The specific mechanisms and duration of the latency period is not yet fully understood.